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J u l y 20, 1983
Ernest Drucker , P h . D .
D e p a r t m e n t o f S o c i a l M e d i c i n e
M o n t e f t o r e H o s p i t a l & M e d i c a l Center
111 Ease 210th S t r e e t
Bronx, NY 10467
Dear Dr. Drucker:

T h i s is in r e s p o n s e to your ques t ions concerning the a s b e s t o s content
o f MONOKOTE® F i r e p r o o f i n g .

Monokote ( T y p e M K - 5 ) i s a cementitious f i r e p r o o f i n g p r o d u c t , manufac tured
by the C o n s t r u c t i o n P r o d u c t s Divi s i on of W. R. Grace & C o . , without the a d d i t i o n
of any commercial asbes tos .

Monokot e does contain v e r m i c u l i t e , a n a t u r a l l y occurring m a t e r i a l , mined
f r o m d e p o s i t s which may have a s b e s t i f o r m t r e m o l i t e c on ta in ing rock. E x c e p t f or
trace amounts , the t r e m o l i t e is removed in the p r o c e s s i n g of v e r m i c u l i t e . It
is th i s proce s sed vermiculi te which is used in Monokote .

Since introduct ion of Monokote T y p e MK-5 to the marke tp la c e in 1973, we
have had the p r o d u c t t e s t e d for a s b e s t o s , a number of t ime s , by i n d e p e n d e n t
t e s t i n g laborator i e s . A t t a c h e d are cop i e s of the two most recent a n a l y s e s ; one
c o m p l e t e d by A r t h u r D. L i t t l e , I n c . , in C a m b r i d g e , M a s s a c h u s e t t s , and the other
by the Environmental S c i e n c e Labora tor i e s o f Mt. S i n a i H o s p i t a l . Based on these
a n a l y s e s , we b e l i ev e that Monokote is a s b e s t o s - f r e e .

In a d d i t i o n to p e r f o r m i n g analyses of M o n o k o t e , f r o m time to time since
• i t s i n t r o d u c t i o n , we have a l s o p e r f o r m e d air s a m p l i n g t e s t s under actual j o b s i t e

condi t ions on workers who use the product . In our most recent t e s t s conducted
in A p r i l of 1983, us ing the approved NIOSH M e t h o d , we ran t e s t s on the M i x e r /
Pump Operator, , the S p r a y N o z z l e O p e r a t o r , and the Overspray C l e a n - u p Man. The
d a t a and ca l cu la t i on s f r om these t e s t s are a t t a c h e d . As these r e s u l t s show, the
t r e m o l i t e exposure i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y be low any government s t a n d a r d s a n d , in f a c t ,
i s far below any r e l i a b l y d e t e c t a b l e amount.

We do not p u b l i s h d a t a on air s a m p l i n g t e s t s as we consider it to be
p r o p r i e t a r y i n f o r m a t i o n . Ue request that you use the i n f o r m a t i o n and the two
a t ta ch ed l e t t e r s s o l ey in communicating to the Shee t M e t a l Contractors A s s o c i a t i o n
and o th er s i m i l a r c l i e n t s to whom you p r o v i d e h e a l t h c o n s u l t a t i o n .

If you have any o ther q u e s t i o n s about M o n o k o t e , p l e a s e give me a c a l l .
S i n c e r e l y ,

Robe*
Dire c t o r o f Q u a l i t y A s s u r a n c eR C E / k o ' c 1513*903
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